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Pargrende til savnet
nordmann har engasjert Elden
Advokatfirma - anmelder
Vietnam og Kambodsja for
tvungen forsvinning: - Ingen
har fatt mete ham // Family of
Missing Norwegian Retains
Elden Law Firm - Files
Criminal Complaint Against
Vietnam and Cambodia
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Thuan Duc Nguyen (52) forsvant i Kambodsja 18. september og
dukket opp i viethamesisk varetekt. Farst onsdag kveld, nitten dager
senere, fikk norske myndigheter vite hvor han holdes, og ingen har
enna fatt mgte ham. Familien har engasjert Elden Advokatfirma ved
advokatene Maria Hessen Jacobsen og Aleksander Hatlem. Saken
anmeldes na til norsk politi som tvungen forsvinning, med krav om at
politiet etterforsker saken.

Thuan Duc Nguyen er norsk statsborger, farmasgyt og har bodd i Norge
siden 1989. Han bor na i Larenskog med kone og to barn. Thuans far dro
som batflyktning fra Vietnam, og Thuan kom senere gjennom
familiegjenforening. Han har i en arrekke arbeidet for demokrati,
menneskerettigheter og religionsfrinet i landet han flyktet fra, som medlem
av den prodemokratiske organisasjonen, Viet Tan, som jobber for demokrati
og menneskerettigheter i landet. | det arbeidet har han hatt kontakt med
flere norske folkevalgte og Utenriksdepartementet.

Den 15. september flgy han fra Bangkok til Phnom Penh sammen med den
australske aktivisten Hiep Tran for 8 mgte vietnamesiske
menneskerettighetsforkjempere. Siste livstegn kom om morgenen 18.
september, da de to var pa vei til Kaoh Andaet sgr i Kambodsja. Returflyet til
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Farst 28. september opplyste Vietnams sikkerhetsdepartement at han var
pagrepet sammen med to andre: den australske statsborgeren Hiep Tran
(51) og Thai Cong Truong Son (46). Ifglge sikkerhetsdepartementet ble de
tre tatt av grensevakter ved grenseposten My Quy Tay i Tay Ninh-provinsen
den 18. september, idet de forsgkte & ta seg ulovlig inn i landet, og de hevder
at Thuan skal ha hatt med seg to falske viethamesiske ID-kort i tillegg til sitt
norske pass. Dagen etter ble de overlevert til politiet. Farst 28. september
ble det kjent at de var siktet for terrorisme og dokumentforfalskning og
besluttet varetektsfengslet. Viethnamesiske myndigheter hevder ogsa at de
tre har «tilstatt» medlemskap i Viet Tan og planer om terror og sabotasje,
uten at familie, norske myndigheter eller noen uavhengig advokat har fatt
mate dem. Etter vietnamesisk straffelov risikerer Thuan antakelig en
fengselsstraff pa 10-15 ar.

Familien og Viet Tan avviser denne fremstillingen. Vietnamesiske
myndigheter har ikke fremlagt noen bevis for sin pastander. De to reiste
lovlig inn i Kambodsja. Reiseruten viste ingen planer om & krysse grensen til
Vietnam, og grenseposten viethamesiske myndigheter viser til, My Quy Tay,
ligger over 130 kilometer i luftlinje fra Kaoh Andaet, dit de to var pa vei om
morgenen.

Allerede far Vietnam vedgikk pagripelsen, hadde familiene klaget saken inn
for FNs arbeidsgruppe for tvungne forsvinninger. Human Rights Watch
beskriver Viet Tan som et opposisjonsparti som arbeider apent og lovlig i en
rekke land, men som viethamesiske myndigheter har stemplet som
terrororganisasjon.

- Thuan og Hiep reiste lovlig inn i Kambodsja og brgt ingen lover der. Min
bror har i mange ar arbeidet apent for menneskerettigheter og
religionsfrihet i Vietnam, med &pne kort overfor bade norske folkevalgte og
Utenriksdepartementet, sier Thien Duc Nguyen, bror av Thuan.

Thuan har diabetes og er avhengig av insulininjeksjoner hver dag, i tillegg til
annen fast medisin. Fgrst onsdag kveld 7. oktober, nitten dager etter
pagripelsen, fikk den norske ambassaden opplyst hvor han holdes i
varetekt.
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I nien puc Nguyen.

Det er gode grunner til & veere bekymret for varetektsforholdene i Vietnam,
og om helt grunnleggende menneskerettigheter blir ivaretatt, slik som
tilgang til livsngdvendige medisiner, sier advokat Maria Hessen Jacobsen.

Et kjent mgnster

Dette er ikke fgrste gang viethamesiske opposisjonelle forsvinner i utlandet
og dukker opp i vietnamesisk varetekt. | juli 2017 ble den tidligere oljetoppen
Trinh Xuan Thanh, som hadde sgkt asyl i Tyskland, bortfart fra en park i
Berlin av vietnamesisk etterretning. Tyskland utviste en vietnamesisk
etterretningsoffiser, og en medhjelper ble dgmt i tysk rett. | januar 2019
forsvant journalisten Truong Duy Nhat i Bangkok, dagen etter at han hadde
sgkt asyl hos FN. Han dukket opp i fengsel i Hanoi og ble senere dgmt til ti
ars fengsel. | april 2023 forsvant YouTuberen Duong Van Thai fra hjemmet
sitt i Thailand, der han var anerkjent som flyktning av FN. Dagen etter
meldte vietnamesisk politi at han var pagrepet for «ulovlig innreise».

- Forklaringen om ulovlig grensepassering er brukt far, i saker der det senere
er dokumentert at personen ble hentet med makt. Nar det samme na
rammer en norsk og en australsk statsborger, kan ikke norske myndigheter
legge vietnamesiske myndigheters versjon til grunn, saerlig nar det ikke blir
fremlagt noen bevis, sier advokat Maria Hessen Jacobsen i Elden
Advokatfirma.

Anmeldt som tvungen forsvinning

Familien har engasjert Elden Advokatfirma for a bista i saken. Som fgrste
skritt vil advokatene anmelde forholdet til politiet som tvungen forsvinning
etter straffeloven § 175 a. Anmeldelsen retter seg mot personer som har
handlet pa vegne av den vietnamesiske staten, og mot ledere som har latt
dette skje. Det ma ogsa etterforskes om kambodsjanske
myndighetspersoner har medvirket til at Thuan har blitt bortfart.
Advokatene forventer at etterforskningen legges til Kripos, som har det
nasjonale ansvaret for internasjonale forbrytelser og for saker som krever
samarbeid med utenlandske politimyndigheter.
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veagartt eller aet Tortes nva Ssom nar skjeaa mea personen elier nvor
vedkommende befinner seg, slik at den frihetsbergvede unndras fra lovens
beskyttelse.

- Dette er skoleeksempelet pa en tvungen forsvinning. En norsk borger blir
borte i ett land og dukker opp i fengsel i et annet. | ti dager nektet
vietnamesiske myndigheter a vedga at de hadde ham, og i ni dager til holdt
de tilbake hvor han satt. Fortsatt har ingen fatt mate ham. Det er nettopp
denne tausheten loven er laget for 8 ramme, sier Hessen Jacobsen.

Loven stiller ikke krav om at gjerningspersonen har deltatt i selve
bortfaringen. Ogsa den som bidrar ved & nekte & vedga frinetsbergvelsen,
eller ved & holde tilbake opplysninger om hvor den frihetsbergvede befinner
seg, kan straffes. Ledere som overser at underordnede begar en tvungen
forsvinning, og som unnlater a gripe inn, har et selvstendig straffansvar.

- Vietnams egen forklaring gjar ikke saken bedre. Selv om man legger den til
grunn, satt en norsk statsborger fengslet i ti dager uten at familie, norske
myndigheter eller noen advokat fikk vite det. Deretter tok det ytterligere ni
dager far det ble opplyst hvor han var. Ogsa det er en frihetsberavelse der
det forties hva som har skjedd med den frihetsberavede, sier Hatlem.

Norsk politi har myndighet til 8 etterforske

Straffeloven gjelder ogsa for handlinger begatt i utlandet, nar handlingen er
rettet mot en norsk statsborger og har en strafferamme pa seks ar eller mer.
Norge har dessuten sluttet seg til FN-konvensjonen mot tvungen
forsvinning og forpliktet seg til & undersgke slike anmeldelser raskt og
upartisk.

- Dette er ikke en sak norske myndigheter kan skyve fra seg som et
anliggende for Vietnam og Kambodsja. Loven er klar pa at norsk politi har
myndighet til & etterforske, og konvensjonen palegger Norge a gjgre det.
Samtidig er Kambodsja tilsluttet konvensjonen, og de vil ha en seerlig plikt til
a samarbeide med norsk politi. Etter konvensjonen ma de framlegge alle
bevis de har til radighet, sier Hessen Jacobsen.
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Spor Tra teleton som posisjonsaata, melainger, reisepestiinger og
betalingsdata, avhare vitner i Norge og be om bistand fra kambodsjanske og
australske myndigheter. Da Trinh Xuan Thanh ble bortfart i Berlin,
rekonstruerte tysk politi hendelsesforlgpet ved hjelp av GPS-data fra bilen,
overvakningskameraer og telefonen han mistet pa stedet.

- Sporene etter hva som skjedde den morgenen finnes i telefoner, nettverk
og bookingsystemer som norsk politi kan fa tilgang til. Jo lenger politiet
venter, desto mer forsvinner, sier advokat Aleksander Hatlem i Elden
Advokatfirma.

- Familien har krav pa & fa vite hva som har skjedd med ham. Det er selve
kjiernen i vernet mot tvungen forsvinning. En etterforskning i Norge sender
0gsa et tydelig signal om at norske borgere ikke kan plukkes opp i et
tredjeland og fgres over en grense uten at det far konsekvenser, fortsetter
han. Ei heller kan de holde norske borgere i varetekt, uten 3 ivareta
grunnleggende rettssikkerhetsprinsipper eller & opplyse til norske
myndigheter hvor disse er.

Ber norske myndigheter om a kreve tilgang

Parallelt med anmeldelsen ber familien Utenriksdepartementet om a jobbe
for at noen fra norsk side far mgte Thuan umiddelbart, og om & kreve av
Vietnam at han far ngdvendig medisinsk oppfelging og tilgang til advokat
etter eget valg.

- Vi er takknemlige for stgtten familien har fatt fra Utenriksdepartementet
0og ambassadene sa langt, og vi stoler pa at norske myndigheter fortsetter &
presse pa til saken er Igst. Men vi trenger & vite umiddelbart at han er i live,
far ngdvendig oppfelgning og at noen fra norsk side far se ham, sier Thien
Duc Nguyen.

Australias statsminister Anthony Albanese har personlig og offentlig uttalt
seg om saken og sagt at regjeringen engasjerer seg direkte overfor Hiep
Trans familie. | Norge har saken sé langt veert handtert og kommentert av
embetsverket i Utenriksdepartementet. Familien mener
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ambassaden i Hanoi arbeider med saken. Men nar en norsk borger er
bortfart og i nitten dager holdt pa ukjent sted, ma budskapet komme fra
gverste politiske niva. Australias statsminister har veert tydelig. Familien
forventer den samme tydeligheten fra norsk politisk ledelse, og de trenger et
livstegn, ikke bare en bekreftelse pa hvor han er fengslet. Nar Vietnam forst
apner for et besak, kan ikke besgket vente en uke pa grunn av ferieavvikling
ved ambassaden, sier Hessen Jacobsen.

OSLO, Norway, Oct. 8,2026 - Thuan Duc Nguyen, 52, disappeared in
Cambodia on Sept. 18 and resurfaced in Vietnamese custody. Not until
Wednesday evening, nineteen days later, were Norwegian authorities
told where he is being held and no one has yet been allowed to see him.
His family has retained the Norwegian law firm Elden Advokatfirma,
represented by attorneys Maria Hessen Jacobsen and Aleksander
Hatlem. The case is now being reported to the Norwegian police as an
enforced disappearance, with a demand that the police open an
investigation.

Thuan Duc Nguyen is a Norwegian citizen and pharmacist who has lived in
Norway since 1989. He currently resides in Lgrenskog with his wife and two
children.His father fled Vietnam as a boat refugee, and Thuan later came to
Norway through family reunification. For years he has worked for
democracy, human rights and religious freedom in the country he left, as a
member of Viet Tan, a pro-democracy organization working for democracy
and human rights in Vietnam. In that work he has been in contact with
several Norwegian members of parliament and the Norwegian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

On Sept. 15, he flew from Bangkok to Phnom Penh together with the
Australian activist Hiep Tran to meet Vietnamese human rights defenders.
The last sign of life came on the morning of September 18, when the two
were on their way to Kaoh Andaet in southern Cambodia. Their return flight
to Bangkok the next day left without them. According to the airline, they
never boarded.
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AUSTrallan citzen Hiep Iran, o1, ana I nal Long Iruong Son, 4. ACcoraing to
the ministry, the three were apprehended by border guards at the My Quy
Tay border post in Tay Ninh Province on September 18 while attempting to
enter the country illegally, and it claims Thuan was carrying two forged
Vietnamese ID cards in addition to his Norwegian passport. The following
day they were handed over to the police. Only on Sept. 28 did it become
known that they had been charged with terrorism and document forgery
and placed in pretrial detention. Vietnamese authorities also claim the three
have "confessed” to membership in Viet Tan and to plans for terrorism and
sabotage without their families, Norwegian authorities or any independent
lawyer having been allowed to see them. Under the Viethamese Criminal
Code, Thuan is likely facing a prison sentence of between 10 and 15 years.

The family and Viet Tan reject this account. To date, Viethamese authorities
have not presented any evidence to support their allegations. The two
entered Cambodia legally. Their itinerary showed no plans to cross the
border into Vietnam, and the border post Viethamese authorities point to,
MY Quy Tay, lies more than 130 kilometers (80 miles) as the crow flies from
Kaoh Andaet, where the two were headed that morning. Even before
Vietham acknowledged the arrest, the families had filed an appeal with the
U.N. Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances. Human
Rights Watch describes Viet Tan as an opposition party that operates
openly and legally in a number of countries, but which Vietnamese
authorities have designated a terrorist organization.

“Thuan and Hiep entered Cambodia legally and broke no laws there. My
brother has worked openly for human rights and religious freedom in
Vietnam for many years, with full transparency toward both Norwegian
elected officials and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,” said Thien Duc Nguyen,
brother of Thuan.

Thuan has diabetes and depends on daily insulin injections, as well as other
regular medication. Not until Wednesday evening, Oct. 7, nineteen days after
the arrest, was the Norwegian Embassy informed where he is being held.

“"We reported him missing to the police, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the
embassies and the U.N. the same week he disappeared. Now we finally
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“There are good reasons to be concerned about detention conditions in
Vietnam, and about whether the most basic human rights are being
respected, such as access to life-sustaining medication,” said attorney Maria
Hessen Jacobsen.

A Familiar Pattern

This is not the first time Viethamese dissidents have disappeared abroad
and turned up in Vietnamese custody. In July 2017, former oil executive Trinh
Xuan Thanh, who had applied for asylum in Germany, was abducted from a
park in Berlin by Vietnamese intelligence. Germany expelled a Vietnamese
intelligence officer, and an accomplice was convicted in a German court. In
January 2019, journalist Truong Duy Nhat disappeared in Bangkok the day
after applying for asylum with the UN. He turned up in prison in Hanoi and
was later sentenced to 10 years. In April 2023, YouTuber Duong Van Thai
disappeared from his home in Thailand, where he was a UN-recognized
refugee. The next day, Vietnamese police announced he had been arrested
for "illegal entry.”

"The 'illegal border crossing’ explanation has been used before, in cases
where it was later documented that the person was taken by force. When
the same thing now happens to a Norwegian and an Australian citizen,
Norwegian authorities cannot take Vietnam'’s version at face value,
especially given that no evidence has been presented to support the
allegations.” said Maria Hessen Jacobsen, an attorney at Elden
Advokatfirma.

Reported as an Enforced Disappearance

The family has retained Elden Advokatfirma to assist in the case. As a first
step, the attorneys will file a criminal complaint with the police reporting the
matter as an enforced disappearance under Section 175 a of the Norwegian
Penal Code. The complaint is directed at persons who acted on behalf of the
Vietnamese state, and at leaders who allowed it to happen. It must also be
investigated whether Cambodian officials were complicit in Thuan's
abduction. The attorneys expect the investigation to be assigned to Kripos,
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The provision was enacted in 2019 and implements the U.N. Convention for
the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. It applies to
anyone who, on behalf of a state, contributes to depriving a person of liberty
while the deprivation of liberty is denied, or the person's fate or whereabouts
are concealed, placing that person outside the protection of the law.

"This is a textbook case of enforced disappearance, within a framework of
Vietnamese transnational repression. A Norwegian citizen vanishes in one
country and turns up in prison in another. For 10 days, Viethamese
authorities refused to acknowledge that they had him, and for another nine
days they withheld where he was being held. Still, no one has been allowed
to see him. This is precisely the silence the law was written to punish,”
Hessen Jacobsen said.

The law does not require that the perpetrator took part in the abduction
itself. Anyone who contributes by refusing to acknowledge the detention, or
by withholding information about where the detainee is being held, can be
prosecuted. Superiors who disregard that subordinates are committing an
enforced disappearance, and who fail to intervene, bear independent
criminal liability.

“Vietnam's own account does not help its case. Even if one acceptsiit, a
Norwegian citizen sat in prison for 10 days without his family, Norwegian
authorities or any lawyer being informed. It then took a further nine days
before his whereabouts were disclosed. That too is a deprivation of liberty in
which the fate of the detainee is concealed,” Hatlem said.

Norwegian Police Have Jurisdiction to Investigate

Norwegian criminal law also applies to acts committed abroad when the act
is directed at a Norwegian citizen and carries a maximum penalty of six
years' imprisonment or more. Norway has also acceded to the U.N.
Convention against enforced disappearance and committed itself to
examining such complaints promptly and impartially.
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Lampoaia IS also a party 10 Tne Convention and Nas a particular auty To
cooperate with Norwegian police. Under the convention, it must provide all
evidence at its disposal,” Hessen Jacobsen said.

A Norwegian investigation can give the family what they are not getting
from Vietnamese authorities: an independent account of what happened on
Sept. 18, and who was behind it. Norwegian police can secure and analyze
digital evidence from his phone such as location data, messages, travel
bookings and payment records, interview witnesses in Norway, and request
assistance from Cambodian and Australian authorities. When Trinh Xuan
Thanh was abducted in Berlin, German police reconstructed the sequence
of events using GPS data from the car, surveillance cameras, and the phone
he lost at the scene.

"The traces of what happened that morning exist in phones, networks and
booking systems that Norwegian police can access. The longer the police
wait, the more disappears,” said Aleksander Hatlem, an attorney at Elden
Advokatfirma.

"The family has a right to know what has happened to him. That is the very
core of the protection against enforced disappearance. An investigation in
Norway also sends a clear signal that Norwegian citizens cannot be picked
up in a third country and taken across a border without consequences and
accountability,” he continued. "Nor can Norwegian citizens be held in
custody without basic due process, or without Norwegian authorities being
informed where they are being held.”

Calls on Norwegian Authorities to Demand Access

Alongside the criminal complaint, the family is asking the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to ensure that someone from the Norwegian side sees Thuan
immediately ,not next week, and to demand of Vietnam that he receive
necessary medical care and access to a lawyer of his own choosing.

“"We are grateful for the support the family has received from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the embassies so far, and we trust that Norwegian
authorities will keep pushing until the case is resolved. But we need to know
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Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has personally and publicly
addressed the case, saying the government is engaging directly with Hiep
Tran's family. In Norway, the case has so far been handled and commented
on by civil servants at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The family believes the
ministry should demand answers from Vietnam's ambassador to Norway, Le
Thi Thu.

"The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has dealt properly with the family, and we
know the embassy in Hanoi is working on the case. But when a Norwegian
citizen has been abducted and held at an undisclosed location for nineteen
days, the message must come from the highest political level. Australia's
prime minister has been clear. The family expects the same clarity from
Norway's political leadership, and they need proof of life, not just
confirmation of where he is imprisoned. Once Vietnam finally allows a visit,
that visit cannot wait a week because of staff vacation at the embassy,’
Hessen Jacobsen said.

RETTELSE 09.10.2026:
Fglgende ble rettet da det baserte seg pa en misforstaelse:
Fjerne falgende setninger:

"«Ambassaden har fatt tilsagn om & besgke ham, men de har ikke kapasitet
til 8 gjennomfgre det far til uken grunnet ferieavvikling ved ambassaden.»
"«Nar Vietnam farst apner for et besgk, kan ikke besgket vente en uke pa
grunn av ferieavvikling ved ambassaden, sier Hessen Jacobsen.»"

Falgende sitat er endret:

«Parallelt med anmeldelsen ber familien Utenriksdepartementet om & jobbe
for at noen fra norsk side far mgte Thuan umiddelbart, og om & kreve av
Vietnam at han far ngdvendig medisinsk oppfalging og tilgang til advokat
etter eget valg.»

CORRECTTION 9 Oct 2026:
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«The embassy has been granted permission to visit him, but does not have
the capacity to do so until next week because of staff vacation at the
embassy.»

«Once Vietnam finally allows a visit, that visit cannot wait a week because of
staff vacation at the embassy,” Hessen Jacobsen said.»

The following has been edited:

«Alongside the criminal complaint, the family is asking the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to ensure that someone from the Norwegian side is allowed
to see Thuan immediately, and to demand of Vietnam that he receive
necessary medical care and access to a lawyer of his own choosing.»
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925 880 426 MVA

Elden benytter informasjonskapsler pa sine
nettsider. Les mer om hvordan vi behandler
personopplysninger her.
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