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8. The Vietnamese Government and individuals within it must be held responsible for 
the kidnapping by the Australian Government.  Given the circumstances of the 
kidnapping, it is likely the Vietnamese Government planned the kidnapping – ie it 
was not opportunistic.  The raises the distinct possibility that the Vietnamese 
Government was already planning to kidnap Mr Tran when Vietnamese General 
Secretary and President To Lam made an official state visit to Australia (from 9 to 
12 August 2026). 

 
9. The Australian Government must take strong and immediate action to bring Mr Tran 

home.  Securing consular and family access, providing clothing, money and hygiene 
products, while important, should not distract from the fact that Vietnam kidnapped 
an Australian citizen and he is wrongfully detained. 

 
10. It is the Vietnamese Government and individuals that must be held to account.  It is 

they that committed criminal acts, not any of the three men.  In these circumstances, 
Australian should refuse to recognise the legitimacy of any criminal process, 
including the current pre-trial detention of the men, that could last for up to two 
years. 

 
11. It is also with great disappointment that we learnt that at exactly the same time of the 

first consular visit in HCMC to Mr Tran, the Australian Embassy in Hanoi was 
celebrating the signing of a supplementary agreement between the Government of 
Vietnam and the Government of Australia for the project “Vietnam-Australia 
Partnership Program on Economic Growth, Energy Sector (Aus4Growth Energy 
Sector).” Chloe came across smiling photos of Australian and Vietnamese officials 
celebrating together on the official Australian Embassy Facebook page.1  This 
greatly upset Chloe and others within the Australian Vietnamese community.  
Holding such a ceremony at this time is inappropriate and insensitive.  All 
communications between Vietnam and Australia should currently be centred around 
the release of Mr Tran.  Any agreement, understanding, arrangement or similar 
should be contingent on the release of Mr Tran.  Anything else is unacceptable. 

 
12. We call on the Australian Government to: 

 
(a) File against Vietnam in the International Court of Justice for breach of the 

Vienna Convention on Consular Relations 
 
(b) Pursue criminal sanctions under paragraph 115.3 of the Schedule of the 

Criminal Code Act 1995 against (at least) the Vietnamese Minister of Public 
Security General Lương Tam Quang 

 
(c) Impose sanctions on (at least) the Vietnamese Minister of Public Security 

General Lương Tam Quang and Vietnamese General Secretary and President 
To Lam 

 
(d) Summon the Vietnamese Ambassador H.E. Mr. Pham Hung Tam to answer  

questions regarding the kidnappings 

 
1 https://moit.gov.vn/tin-tuc/viet-nam-va-australia-ky-ket-thoa-thuan-bo-sung-trien-khai-du-an-aus4growth-
linh-vuc-nang-luong.html and https://www.facebook.com/AustralianEmbassyVietnam  
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(e) Expel the Vietnamese Ambassador H.E. Mr. Pham Hung Tam 
 

13. I look forward to hearing back on an urgent basis. 
 

14. A version of this letter will be made public. 
 
Regards 
 

 
 
Alison Battisson 
Director Principal 
Human Rights for All 
 
E: alison.battisson@hr4a.com.au 
M: +61(0) 400 635 110 
 


